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JSTow, in this result we see at once what is the
mistake of a purely subjective philosophy and how
it can he corrected. For what it forces us to realise
is that the consciousness of the subject, like that of
the object, presupposes a unity in which both are
contained as elements. Or, to put the same thought
in a more direct way, the consciousness of God, as
the unity in all things and beyond all things, is
the presupposition of both, and neither has any
reality apart from it. Thus the logical result of
Scepticism is to reveal the ultimate basis of all
truth. This is not, of course, seen by the Sceptics
themselves; but it underlies the general movement
of thought by which the era of subjective and
individualistic philosophy was brought to an end and
the era of religious philosophy initiated, In this we
have a remarkable illustration of the natural course
of the development of thought. Philosophy in
Greece, as elsewhere, begins with the objective, the
not-self; then it turns from the outward world to
the self; finally, it ends with the effort to grasp
the principle of unity which is beyond this and all
other oppositions. Unfortunately in Greece the move-
ment from one idea to the other was mainly by a
process of abstraction, in which thought as it advanced
altogether set aside its previous points of view. The
result, therefore, was a theology which vindicates
the reality of the Divine Being at the expense of